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T he Cuban Question 

THE ICRC AND THE UNITED NATIONS' RE ^L'EST FOR INTERVENTION 


The International Committee cf the Red Cross did not receive 
without some surprise the United Nations' request for it to exercise a control 
on vessels bound "for Cub" s In fact ; the task which it had thus been asked to 
undertake clearly went beyond its traditional activity. And yet the ICRC did 
not consider that it could refuse UNO's request. Neither did he accept straight 
away but delegated a mission of contact and information to New York. 

Thus, the ICRC clearly showed that it was prepared to contribute 
to the efforts undertaken for the maintenance of peace., at a time when a grave 
threat of a nuclear war v as hanging over the world, It is conscious that it has 
in this way remained faithful to the ideal of the Red Cross. 

In communiques (see p. 7 ) and in statements to the press, the 
ICRC defined its position. However, since it appears not to have always been 
exactly understood and, as its communiques have even given rise to strikmgiy 
different interpretations, it considers that it will be serving a useful purpose 
once again to define that position. 
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common with those which had then appalled Henry Dunant. The Red Cross is 
obliged to adapt itself to this development. 

Drawing conclusion from these observations, the ICRC considered 
that it would remain within the framework of its humanitarian mission by 
helping to avert a conflict which could have unleashed an atomic war and pro- 
voked such immense distress. 


The acting Secretary-General of the United Nations 
writes to Mr. Paul Ruegrer 

As he was about to leave New York, Mr. Paul Ruegger received 
the following letter from Mr. Thant, acting Secretary-Generai of the United 
Nations: 

"As you are about to return ' > Switz?rland after several days of 
astensive and fruitful consultations at Unitea >T ^ : ns Headquarters in, i wish to 
express to you my personal gratitude for the important service you and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross are rendering to the United Nations 
and the cause of peace. 

My appreciation of this service is heightened by my realisation 
that the favourable response of tne International Committee of the Red Cross to 
my invitation was given despite the fact that the service the organisation was 
being called upon to provide was unusual and unprecedented in view of the tra- 
ditional activities and those based on the Red Cross Conventions. I understand, 
however, that the Corr nittee was inspired in its cooperative attitude by the 
resolutions adopted by International Red Cross Conference of recent years en- 
couraging the Red Cross to develop its efforts towards maintenance of peace, 

I am sure that the willingness of the Committee, which has such 
a long and distinguished record of assistance to mankind in various humanitarian 
fields, was due to its recognition that the pretention of nuclear war must be a 
paramount concern of all of us. 
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